Reimagining Housing Affordability and Lifelong Learning for Sustainable Community Resilience in Malaysia
Abstract
Malaysia’s urban transformation has generated significant economic opportunities; however, it has simultaneously intensified challenges relating to housing affordability, social mobility, and community resilience. Recent national estimates indicate that more than 76% of households in major urban centres are unable to afford median-priced housing within conventional affordability thresholds, while household debt remains above 80% of Gross Domestic Product, among the highest in Southeast Asia. These structural pressures have raised critical questions regarding the preparedness of communities to navigate increasingly complex housing markets, changing employment patterns, and evolving socio-economic risks. This paper argues that housing affordability should no longer be examined solely through the traditional lens of price-to-income ratios, but rather as a multidimensional lifelong learning challenge involving financial literacy, housing knowledge, digital capability, and community participation. Drawing upon a mixed-method research design involving national affordability indicators, stakeholder consultations, and comparative urban case studies across Kuala Lumpur, Johor Bahru, Penang, and Kota Kinabalu, the study investigates the relationship between learning capacity and long-term housing sustainability. The findings reveal that communities demonstrating higher levels of housing-related knowledge and financial preparedness exhibit significantly stronger adaptive capacity, greater residential stability, and improved participation in local development initiatives. Statistical modelling further suggests that community-based learning interventions may contribute to measurable reductions in housing vulnerability, particularly among younger households and first-time homebuyers. The study proposes an Integrated Housing Learning Ecosystem Framework that positions universities, local authorities, financial institutions, and community organisations as collaborative agents of sustainable development. The paper contributes to contemporary discourse on lifelong learning by extending its application beyond formal education into the domains of housing governance, community resilience, and sustainable urban development. It further supports the aspirations of Sustainable Development Goals 4, 11, and 17 while offering policy directions for strengthening inclusive and future-ready communities within Malaysia’s rapidly evolving real estate environment.
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